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1929, and the commercial treaty of March 1930 between Poland
and Germany. After a prolonged sitting on March 11-12 the former
was voted by 278 to 90, and the latter by 180 to 70. The opposition
to both ratifications proceeded chiefly from the National Democrats,
who protested that the Liquidation agreement was more favourable
to Germany than to Poland, and that the advantages of the
commercial treaty had been rendered nugatory in practice by
the subsequent imposition of what was virtually a prohibitive
increase in tariffs on Polish imports.
NEW CONSTITUTION REFERRED TO COMMISSION
It was not till March 4, 1931, that the Seym debated the revision
of the Constitution as proposed in the draft of the Government
Block, but it was obvious that the Block had not the two-thirds
majority required by the Constitution to pass it, and all that was
done was to refer it to the Constitutional Commission. The Parlia-
ment closed on March 21, 1931, with the passing of the Budget
for 1931-32, and the revision of the Constitution made no further
progress, but it remained the chief question before the country.
Notwithstanding the unpropitious economic situation Poland
made a fairly good showing financially for the year 1930-31.
The actual revenue and expenditure had worked out respectively
at 2,750 million zlotys and 2,814 million zlotys. As compared
with the Estimates the revenue was lower by about 270 millions,
but the expenditure also was lower, owing to economies, by
about 175 millions. The deficit for the year was made good from
the Treasury Reserve accumulated during the previous years;
the reserve thereafter stood at 300 millions.
BUDGET ECONOMIES
To assure Budgetary equilibrium the Estimates for 1931-32 were
modified by the Seym in conjunction with the Government. The
salaries of functionaries were diminished by 15 per cent, as well
as the pay of officers by the same figure (afterwards changed to
5 per cent), the total amount thus saved being 180 million zlotys.
Expenditure on public works was reduced; thus, the sum of
19 million zlotys previously allocated for further construction